


Martiri Nordamericani

1 7 t h C E N T U R Y  — N E W  F R A N C E



N O R T H  A M E R I C A N  M A R T Y R S
1 6 4 2 - 1 6 4 9







J A C Q U E S  C A R T I E R ,  E X P L O R E R
1 6 t h C E N T U R Y

“ ”
This is the land God 
gave to Cain.



“
”

If to me Canada is a 
holy temple and a most 
sacred spot that God 
has built for me in this 
world, the Huron 
region is its holy of 
holies. 

C H A R L E S  G A R N I E R ,  
J E S U I T  M I S S I O N A R Y
1 7 t h C E N T U R Y



JEA N DE 
BRÉBEU F 

1 5 9 3 - 1 6 4 9



J E A N  D E  B R É B E U F  
Instruction for Fathers of the Society of 
Jesus who Will Be Sent to Live and Work 
with the Hurons (1637) ”“We must have a 
sincere affection for 
the savages…



“ ”“
”

You may have been a 
famous professor or an 
outstanding theologian 
in France…

The Huron language 
will be your St. Thomas 
and your Aristotle...

J E A N  D E  B R É B E U F  
Relation, 1634



”
“'Twas in the moon of wintertime

When all the birds had fled
That mighty Gitchi Manitou
Sent angel choirs instead
Before their light the stars grew dim
And wandering hunters heard the hymn
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born
In excelsis gloria

J E A N  D E  B R É B E U F  
Christmas Carol in Huron Language



[The Hurons] have 
recourse to the Sky …

We remark :

God’s omnipotence...
God’s immensity...
God’s wisdom...
God’s goodness...
God’s beauty...

J E A N  D E  B R É B E U F  
Relation, 1636



“
”

Some of our 
Frenchmen must here 
correct the notion they 
have had of our 
Savages…

J E A N  D E  B R É B E U F  
Relation, 1637



“ ”J E A N  D E  B R É B E U F  
Relation, 1637

Our Fathers buried 
him with as much 
solemnity as they 
could…



M A R T Y R D O M  O F  
J E A N  D E  B R É B E U F  a n d

G A B R I E L  L A L E M A N T
1 6 4 9  



”
“It is better, in my opinion, while 

one is still in France, not to think 
either of the Hurons, or of [other 

Indian tribes], or even of 
converting the Savages, but to 

take up the Cross wherever Jesus 
Christ shall offer it to us. 

P A U L  L E  J E U N E
Superior of the Jesuits in Quebec – Relation, 1637



“
”

Jesus Christ is our true 
greatness…

If we have found Jesus 
Christ in His Cross, we 
have found roses 
among the thorns, 
sweetness in bitterness, 
everything in nothing 
at all. 
J E A N  D E  B R É B E U F  
Instruction for Fathers of the Society of Jesus 
who Will Be Sent to Live and Work with the 
Hurons (1637)



“
”J E A N  D E  B R É B E U F  

To the superior general of the 
Jesuits (1636)

Never will this field 
produce fruit except 
through mildness and 
patience; for one 
should never expect to 
force it by violent and 
arbitrary action. 





A L T A  &  B A J A  C A L I F O R N I A  — 1 8 t h C E N T U R Y



JU NÍPERO 
SERRA 
1 7 1 3 - 1 7 8 4



F R A N C I S C A N  M I S S I O N S
I N  C A L I F O R N I A ,  1 8 T H C E N T U R Y



“ ”
One of the Founding 
Fathers of the United 
States.

Statue of  Junípero Serra 
National Statuary Hall, Washington, D.C.

P O P E  F R A N C I S



“ ”
He rekindled in his heart those 

desires which had stirred him as a 
novice but which had become 

deadened because of his 
preoccupation with study. 

F R A N C I S C O  P A L Ó U ,  
S E R R A ’ S   F E L L O W  M I S S I O N A R Y



“
”

I beg you once again to 
comfort my parents. I 
know they will be greatly 
affected by my leaving…

J U N Í P E R O  S E R R A  
To his cousin, August 20, 1749



“
”

I remember when 
my father had that 
very serious illness, 
and they gave him 
the last rites…

J U N Í P E R O  S E R R A  
To his cousin, August 20, 1749





”
“Even though we 

have seen many 
Indians, we have 
not seen so many 
gathered together 
in one place as we 
have here....

J U N Í P E R O  S E R R A  
To his cousin, August 20, 1749



M I S S I O N  S A N  G A B R I E L
F E R D I N A N D  D E P P E ,  C .  1 8 3 2  



“ ”
The door is open for this work, thanks to the 
interpreters, which we were lacking before. With 
the knowledge and help of the interpreters, the 
religious missionaries are beginning to learn the 
various languages...

J U N Í P E R O  S E R R A  
Memorandum, June 22, 1774



T H E  O U R  F A T H E R  I N  I M A G E S



“ D E L I V E R  U S  F R O M  E V I L … ”



Recenti ricerche archeologiche 

M I S S I O N  S A N  J U A N  B A U T I S T A ,  W i n t e r  S o l s t i c e
Ⓒ R u b e n  M e n d o z a



P R E S I D I O  S A N T A  B A R B A R A ,  W i n t e r  S o l s t i c e
Ⓒ R u b e n  M e n d o z a



“
”

I have no doubt that with 
regard to the punishment 
we are discussing, there 
probably have been some 
irregularities and 
excesses on the part of 
some Padres. We all run 
this risk…

J U N Í P E R O  S E R R A  
To the Governor of California, January 7, 1780



“ ”
And I believe 
everyone realizes 
we love them…

J U N Í P E R O  S E R R A  
To the Governor of California, January 7, 1780



“
”

The Padre has been killed, the mission has been 
burned down, and its many, beautiful ornaments, 
sacred vessels, images, and baptismal, marriage, 

and burial records have been destroyed…

After an attack by a large group of  Kumeuyaay Indians 
resulting in the destruction of the Mission San Diego and the 

death of one of the Franciscan Padres.
13 December, 1775

Let the murderer live so he can be saved, which is 
the purpose of our coming here and the reason for 

forgiving him…

J U N Í P E R O  S E R R A  
To the Viceroy of New Spain, December 15, 1775



D E A T H  O F  J U N Í P E R O  S E R R A
1 7 8 4



Siempre adelante!“ ”







Damien de Veuster (1840-1889)

Kamehameha I  (1736-1819)

N A T I O N A L  
S T A T U A R Y  H A L L  
W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .



Missionaries of the 
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary



1863 - 1864
A five-month long trip to Honolulu



“
”T O  H I S  B R O T H E R  

P A M P H I L E
August 23, 1864

It is impossible to 
express how 
immensely happy 
a missionary is 
when he sees the 
new land that he 
must water with 
his sweat to gain 
uncivilized souls 
for God.





Nuhou, 1873

“
”

And if a noble Christian priest, pastor 
or sister should be inspired to go and 
sacrifice a life to console these poor 
wretches, that would be a royal soul 

to shine forever on a throne reared by 
human love. 



God has deigned to choose your 
unworthy brother to assist the poor 
people attacked by that terrible 
malady, so often mentioned in the 
Gospel: leprosy.

T O  H I S  B R O T H E R  P A M P H I L E
November 25, 1873



”“Leprosy, as far as is known, is incurable…
T O  H I S  B R O T H E R  P A M P H I L E

November 25, 1873



”“Don’t touch them, don’t let them touch 
you, and don’t eat with them!



”“As for me, I make myself a leper with the lepers, to gain all for 
Jesus Christ. That is why in preaching, I say, We lepers, not, 
My brethren, as in Europe. 

T O  H I S  B R O T H E R  P A M P H I L E
November 25, 1873



Here is Damien, Our father,
His eyes are like the first 
glimmer of dawn, 
Clear and sparkling
Upon seeing him, fond 
memories come to mind.
We are all like a family, with 
one father.

EIA A'E O DAMIANA KA MAKUA O KAKOU
Song in Hawaiian, dedicated to Fr. Damien 


Eia A`e O Damiana Ka Makua O Kakou

Dennis Kakamaki and Stephen Inglis

Waimaka Helelei, track 7/12, disc 1/1

2011

Hawaiian

22.119635




Eia A`e O Damiana Ka Makua O Kakou

Dennis Kakamaki and Stephen Inglis

Waimaka Helelei, track 7/12, disc 1/1

2011

Hawaiian

22.119635




Eia A`e O Damiana Ka Makua O Kakou

Dennis Kakamaki and Stephen Inglis

Waimaka Helelei, track 7/12, disc 1/1

2011

Hawaiian

22.119635





”

“I always have our 
Lord in the 
Tabernacle. In fact, 
without the Blessed 
Sacrament a position 
like mine would not be 
tolerable. But having 
our Lord with me, 
I am always happy, 
and work cheerfully 
for the relief of the 
unfortunate lepers.

T O  H I S  B R O T H E R  P A M P H I L E
November 25, 1873



D E C E M B E R  1 8 8 4

We lepers



”
“I was quite vexed the 

other day to find they 
had begun to dig a grave 
just by the large cross, in 
the very spot which I had 
so long reserved for 
myself!

T O  H I S  B R O T H E R  
P A M P H I L E
January 31, 1880





My greatest happiness is to serve the Lord in His poor 
and ill children, the leftovers of society





K A T H A R I N E  D R E X E L  — 1 8 5 8 - 1 9 5 5



A M E R I C A N  C I V I L  W A R
1 8 6 1 - 1 8 6 5





P E A C E  
P O L I C Y

1870



I N D I A N  R E S E R V A T I O N S  – 1 9 t h C E N T U R Y



“ K I L L  T H E  I N D I A N ,  S A V E  T H E  M A N ”





F R A N C I S  
A N T H O N Y  

D R E X E L
( 1 8 2 4 - 1 8 8 5 )



“
”K A T H A R I N E  D R E X E L

1 8 8 3

To the extent that I can 
read my own heart, I 
am not happy. I have a 
void within that only 
God could fill…



P R I V A T E  
A U D I E N C E  W I T H  

P O P E  L E O  X I I I
J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 8 8 7



“ ”
To my astonishment His Holiness 

responded, “Why not, my child, yourself 
become a missionary?”



S I S T E R S  O F  T H E  B L E S S E D  S A C R A M E N T  
F O R  I N D I A N S  A N D  C O L O R E D  P E O P L E

1894



“
”

Find Jesus in the 
representatives of 
Himself, the children He 
has placed under your 
care…

Thus Jesus will be 
praised and served by 
you everywhere and in 
all…

K A T H A R I N E  D R E X E L
To the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, 1907



More than 50 missions, with schools, churches, colleges, and 
centers of professional formation



St. Michael Indian School, Arizona, 1902



The Navajos are a nation of farmers and shepherds […]. I thought that for 
them an industrial school [would be a good idea], where you can teach 

agriculture, shoemaking, and metallurgy.



Visiting the Navajos in Arizona, 1927







“ ”
Sometimes it is 
fitting that we find 
no place for us or for 
our work…

K A T H A R I N E  D R E X E L
To the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, July 14, 1905



Beaumont, Texas, 1920



Xavier University’s First Campus
New Orleans, 1915



God’s greatest work on earth is man; 
man’s master art is leading men to God.

Xavier University – Class of 1933





“
”

Do you know it seemed like 
the realization of years, yes, 
longing of the last fifteen 
years?

… my heart was full of 
gratitude to God because He 
had, beyond all expectations, 
fulfilled the desire He Himself 
had given me…

K A T H A R I N E  D R E X E L
To the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament  of St. Michael’s 
community, 1903





B E N E D I C T  X V I

“
”

Even when they are few 
in number, saints change 
the world, and great 
saints remain as forces 
for change throughout 
history.



I

The How of a Saint’s Witness: 

“Passing the Baton”



KATERI 
TEKA KWITH A

1 6 5 6 - 1 6 8 0

The Lily of the Mohawks













“
”J E A N  D E  B R É B E U F  

Never will this field 
produce fruit except 
through mildness and 
patience.



II

The What of the Saint’s Witness:

“I am Christ’s”



“ ”
In 2002, then-Archbishop of New York Cardinal Edward 
Egan visited an elementary school in St. Mark’s Parish in 

Harlem…



”“Mother Katharine Drexel 
paid for my piano lessons!



LIONEL 
HAMPTON
1 9 0 8 - 2 0 0 2





“ ”
Coarse, dirty 
and stubborn…

C H A R L E S  M C E W E N  H Y D E



Charles McEwen Hyde Robert Louis Stevenson



R O B E R T  L O U I S  S T E V E N S O N”“When I visited the 
lazaretto, Damien 
was already in his 
resting grave...



”
“There are many 

(not Catholics 
merely) who 
require their heroes 
and saints to be 
infallible…

R O B E R T  L O U I S  S T E V E N S O N



R O B E R T  L O U I S  S T E V E N S O N”“Damien was 
coarse. It is very 
possible!



”

“
M A H A T M A  G A N D H I
1869-1948

The political and 
journalistic world can 
boast of very few 
heroes who compare 
with Fr. Damien of 
Molokai. The Catholic 
Church, on the 
contrary, counts by the 
thousands those who 
after the example of Fr. 
Damien have devoted 
themselves to the 
victims of leprosy. It is 
worthwhile to look 
for the sources of 
such heroism.





III

The When of the Saint’s Witness:

“an Encounter with Us”



R Ú B E N  M E N D O Z A



R Ú B E N  M E N D O Z A

A U D R E Y  T A G U C H I



R Ú B E N  M E N D O Z A

A U D R E Y  T A G U C H I

J O Y  V O S T A T E K



R U B E N  M E N D O Z A

A U D R E Y  T A G U C H I

J O Y  V O S T A T E K

K A N A W A K E  ( M O N T R É A L )



N O R T H  A M E R I C A N  M A R T Y R S
1 6 4 2 - 1 6 4 9



“ ”
to live where we are, 
loving Jesus without 
denying who we are!

B E N E D I C T  X V I ,  2 0 1 2  



“
”P O P E  F R A N C I S ,  2 0 1 5

Father Serra had a 
motto which shaped the 
way he lived: Siempre
adelante! Keep moving 
forward! For him, this 
was the way to continue 
experiencing the joy of 
the Gospel, to keep his 
heart from being 
anesthetized. 



“
”B E N E D I C T  X V I ,  2 0 0 9

…to  open our eyes to the 
forms of leprosy that 
disfigure the humanity 
of our brethren and still 
today call for the charity 
of our presence as 
servants, beyond that of 
our generosity.





“
”P O P E  F R A N C I S ,  2 0 1 5

“What about you?”. I 
encourage you to be 
renewed in the joy and 
wonder of that first 
encounter with Jesus, 
and to draw from that 
joy renewed fidelity 
and strength. 
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